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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT % '% ^ 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents y {: r° ; ^ 

Washington, D.C. 20231 U O 

Sir: g 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants are enclosing an 

Information Disclosure Citation Form (PTO-1449) which lists the references cited in the Partial 

European Search Report, in the counterpart European application, along with copies of the 

cited documents. It is respectfully requested that each cited document be considered by the 

Examiner in the above-identified patent application and that each cited document be made 

officially of record therein. It is further requested that a listing of the same appear on the face 

of any patent which may issue from this application. 

CONDITIONAL STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1) 

Because each item in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 

communication dated February 20, 200 1 from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 

application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
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Statement, no fee is believed to be necessary in making this submission. Therefore, if this 
Information Disclosure Statement should cross in the mail with a first Office Action on the 
merits or a Notice of Allowance for this application, please consider the attached documents. 
Any fees that may be necessary to facilitate consideration of this Information Disclosure 
Statement, such as petition fees under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d), can be charged to Deposit Account 
No. 02-4300, Order No. 032405.041. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SMITH, GAMBRELL & RUSSELL, LLP 




Dated: March 28, 2001 



Robert G. Weilacher, Reg. No. 20,531 
1850 M Street, N.W., Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone: (202) 659-2811 
Facsimile: (202) 263-4329 



